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POST POST --TSUNAMITSUNAMI

•• “One of our men has committed suicide “One of our men has committed suicide 
b h r t r p t hib h r t r p t hibecause he never got any response to his because he never got any response to his 
request to rerequest to re--start the small business he lost start the small business he lost 
in th ts n mi W ls r fr str t d th tin th ts n mi W ls r fr str t d th tin the tsunami. We also are frustrated that in the tsunami. We also are frustrated that 
the government never replies to our requests the government never replies to our requests 
to replace the tools and handcarts e need toto replace the tools and handcarts e need toto replace the tools and handcarts we need to to replace the tools and handcarts we need to 
go back to work. We also are considering go back to work. We also are considering 
s icide ”s icide ” Dalits in Naggapttinam ShelterDalits in Naggapttinam Sheltersuicide.suicide. --Dalits in Naggapttinam Shelter.Dalits in Naggapttinam Shelter.



Discrimination by defaultDiscrimination by default ::Discrimination by defaultDiscrimination by default ::

•• discrimination was not generally malicious, but discrimination was not generally malicious, but 
stemmed rather from an unwillingness to confront stemmed rather from an unwillingness to confront 
thediscrimination.thediscrimination.

•• refused entry, excluded, segregated and/or refused entry, excluded, segregated and/or 
discriminated against in emergency shelters  discriminated against in emergency shelters  

•• denied access to food, water, shelter and toilets denied access to food, water, shelter and toilets denied access to food, water, shelter and toilets denied access to food, water, shelter and toilets 
•• discrimination has been inhumane and was largely discrimination has been inhumane and was largely 

avoidable   avoidable   avoidable.  avoidable.  



Building back betterBuilding back better: : CatchCatch--cry of post cry of post 
Tsunami ReTsunami Re--hab.hab.

•• 29% did not receive the government relief package at all29% did not receive the government relief package at all29% did not receive the government relief package at all.29% did not receive the government relief package at all.
•• 87% faced some form of discrimination87% faced some form of discrimination

l  6   k d b  h   D b  l  6   k d b  h   D b  •• only 6 communities were asked about this issue Debt only 6 communities were asked about this issue Debt 
burden increaseburden increase

•• 84% discriminated in the provision of compensation 84% discriminated in the provision of compensation 
and/or rehabilitation.and/or rehabilitation.

•• 65 % received lesser quantity or degraded materials of 65 % received lesser quantity or degraded materials of 
reliefrelief





Specific Recommendations to UN & Specific Recommendations to UN & 
Multilateral BodiesMultilateral BodiesMultilateral BodiesMultilateral Bodies

•• UNICEFUNICEF shouldshould conductconduct enquiryenquiry intointo thethe disbursementdisbursement ofof
materialsmaterials toto thethe ChildrenChildrenmaterialsmaterials toto thethe ChildrenChildren..

•• UNUN SubSub--committeecommittee onon thethe PromotionPromotion andand ProtectionProtection ofof HumanHuman
RightsRights shouldshould includeinclude analysisanalysis andand recommendationsrecommendations onon
combatingcombating castecaste--discriminationdiscrimination inin disasterdisaster reliefrelief andand
developmentdevelopment projectsprojects inin itsits draftdraft PrinciplesPrinciples andand GuidelinesGuidelines..

•• UNDPUNDP && ECHOECHO shouldshould evaluateevaluate theirtheir investmentsinvestmentsUNDPUNDP && ECHOECHO shouldshould evaluateevaluate theirtheir investmentsinvestments..
•• WorldWorld BankBank andand thethe AsianAsian DevelopmentDevelopment BankBank (ADB)(ADB) shouldshould

ensureensure thatthat proper,proper, prepre--decisionaldecisional consultationconsultation processesprocesses taketake
llplaceplace..

•• TheThe SPHERESPHERE1414 BoardBoard shouldshould reviserevise thethe StandardsStandards ofof itsits
HandbookHandbook toto includeinclude castecaste asas aa crosscuttingcrosscutting issueissuegg



•• “Let another tsunami come“Let another tsunami come –– maybe then wemaybe then weLet another tsunami come Let another tsunami come maybe then we maybe then we 
will help you.”will help you.”--Government officials to the Government officials to the 
DalitsDalitsDalits.Dalits.

3 d h li i3 d h li i•• …..3 years down the line once again…..3 years down the line once again
•• BIHAR FLOODS, AUG 2007BIHAR FLOODS, AUG 2007


